
6.06 Drugs and Alcohol 
 
Policy:  
 
Unlawful manufacture, distribution, dispensation, possession, or use of a controlled substance or alcohol is 
prohibited while in the workplace, at any official function sponsored by the College, or on all college premises 
except in those college facilities approved for renting to the public for functions and where the distribution 
and use of alcohol have been approved. Any employee or any student violating this policy is subject to 
disciplinary action up to and including termination/expulsion and referral for prosecution. 
 
Procedure:  
 
Unlawful manufacture, distribution, dispensation, possession, or use of a controlled substance or alcohol is 
prohibited while in the workplace, at any official function sponsored by the college, or on all college premises 
except in those college facilities approved for renting to the public for functions and where the distribution 
and use of alcohol have been approved. Any employee violating this policy is subject to disciplinary action up 
to and including termination and referral for prosecution. The Associate Vice President of Student Affairs is 
responsible for implementing the Drugs and Alcohol Policy as it relates to students. 
 

General Rules Pertaining to Student Alcohol Use and Possession: 
 

It is against the law for any person under the age of 21 to purchase or possess any alcoholic beverage  
(General Statutes § 18B-302) 
 
No student under the age of 21 may purchase, possess, or consume any alcoholic beverage anywhere   on 
the campus of South Piedmont Community College. Common source containers of alcoholic (e.g. kegs) are 
not permitted on any South Piedmont Community College property. 
Students 21 years of age or older may not sell or give any alcoholic beverage to a person under 21 years of 
age.    
 
No possession or consumption of alcohol is allowed at any college sponsored function. 
 
No student activity fees or other South Piedmont Community College collected fee shall be used to   
purchase alcohol for use either on or off campus. 
 
Health Risks of Alcohol Abuse: Alcohol is immediately absorbed by the bloodstream upon consumption, 
physically affecting the entire body. Some short term effects caused by excessive alcohol consumption 
include decreased heart rate, headaches, nausea and vomiting. Drinking large amounts of alcohol can result 
in alcohol poisoning, which causes one to lose consciousness and possibly even results in death. Long term 
effects of alcohol include high blood pressure, depressed immune system, vitamin deficiencies, central 
nervous system damage, liver disease, and cancer. 
Health Risks of Drug Abuse: Recreational drug use can have potentially harmful side effects that can result 
in serious and long-term health issues. High doses of many drugs can even cause immediate life-threatening 
health problems such as respiratory failure, heart attack, or coma. It is especially dangerous to combine 
drugs with each other. 
Alcohol and Drug Education/Prevention Program: South Piedmont Community College is committed  
to providing an educational atmosphere that is free of substance abuse and encourages lifestyles that 
are safe and healthy. All members of the academic community - students, faculty, administrators, and  



staff - share in the responsibility of protecting and promoting this environment and all are expected to 
exemplify high standards of professional and personal conduct.  The illegal or abusive use of alcohol and 
other drugs by members of the academic community adversely affects the educational environment. 
 
 dress this issue by implementing a college-wide program available to  
 students that focuses on on-going education and training for intervention and referral.  This program is   
 intended to assure that any student shall have access to assistance with alcohol/drug-related problems. 
 
 Educational information on alcohol and drug issues will be available to students on a continuing basis  
 throughout the year.  This includes, but is not limited to, information at orientation, alcohol/drug  
awareness days, pamphlets on alcohol/drug abuse/awareness, and speakers on selected topics. These 
activities will be advertised in the Student Life stall report.  
 
South Piedmont Community College counselors are available on the L.L. Polk, Old Charlotte Highway, 
campuses and the Tyson Family Center for Technology in the Student Affairs area. Additionally, virtual 
services are available. Students in need of counseling, treatment, and/or rehabilitation will be referred to 
local mental health centers on a confidential basis. It  however, whether to 
seek assistance with such problems. Alcohol/drug assistance, which occurs through services provided by  

munity 
College pledges full support to these and other community agencies in our fight to rid our schools of 
controlled substances. 
 Every student, faculty member, administrator, and staff member of South Piedmont Community College   
 is responsible for being familiar with and complying with college policies, which strictly prohibit  
 possession and use of alcohol and drugs on campus or at any college sponsored function. 

NORTH CAROLINA LAW:   
 
Purchasing, Possession, and/or Selling Alcohol (General Statute § 18B-300 - 18B-302) 
 
It is against the law for any person under twenty-one (21) to purchase or possess any alcoholic  
beverage.  It is against the law for anyone to sell or give any alcoholic beverage to a person under  
twenty-one (21) or to aid or abet such a person in selling, purchasing or possessing any alcoholic  
beverage. Any person who aids or abets an underage person in violating this law may be fined $1000,  
receive community service hours, or both.  
 
Drinking and Driving  
 
In North Carolina, it is illegal to drive a vehicle while noticeably impaired or with an alcohol concentration of 
0.08 or higher.  When driving a commercial motor vehicle, the limit is 0.04.  The most significant aspects of the 

ent more severe for the impaired driver in general and the repeat offender in 
particular.  For offenders who fall into one of the five levels of misdemeanor DWI, Level 1 being the most 
serious and Level V the least, the likelihood of spending time has increased, along with the fines.  
 
Level 5 

 
 

s of imprisonment 
or 24 hours of community service as part of probation.) 

 
 



Level 4 
 

to a $500 fine. 

or 48 hours of community service as part of probation.) 
 

 
Level 3 
Immediate license suspension for 30 days, with the possibility of limited driving privileges after 10 days. 

 

imprisonment or 72 hours of community service as part of probation.) 
 

 

Level 2 
 

 
 12 months in jail. (Your judge might suspend your sentence to 90 days of abstaining 

from alcohol, which the court will monitor.) 
 

 
Level 1 

ossibility of limited driving privileges after 10 days. 
 

 

alcohol monitoring for 120 days.) 
re placed on probation. 

 
Aggravated Level 1 

 
 

der probation cases 
involving alcohol monitoring for a minimum of 120 days.) 

 
 

 
Other DWI Penalties 
 
Substance Abuse Assessment 
 

Disabilities and Substance Abuse Services to make sure DWI offenders receive substance abuse assessment 
and complete any required steps, such as education cour
School (ADETS) or treatment programs. 
Your judge, DWI attorney, and possibly the NC DMV will provide you with information specific to your 
situation, but you can get a head start with these facts: 

00 fee for the DWI assessment. 
 



 

Health Risks of Drugs and Alcohol:  

 

Alcohol: Alcohol (a depressant) travels through the bloodstream to di erent parts of the body causing a 
number of changes in behavior and physiology. Drinking small a
judgment, thinking, and coordination. Larger amounts may make a person sick or cause permanent damage 
to organs in the body (including liver, stomach, pancreas, lungs, brain, skin, eyes, throat, mouth, and bladder). 
Alcohol poisoning can cause death. 
 

death. Amphetamines may cause a person to act irrationally. 
 

ct thinking and behavior. They may cause loss of 
coordination, confusion, distortion of reality, paranoia, and depression. Marijuana smoke is extremely toxic  
and may increase chances of developing lung cancer. 
 

 up a tolerance that makes them want more. The physical reactions 

convulsions, and death. 
 

in thinking and in the senses. Lysergic Acid (LSD) 

may appear days or weeks later. Phencyclidine (PCP) may cause confusion, depression, loss of coordination, 
and irrational behavior. The person may become violent, have extreme mood swings/disorders, and speech 
problems. Death may also be a result of use of either of these drugs. 
 

iminished pain reactions. The use of this 
drug may cause damage to the brain and other organs. Coma and death may result due to a reduction of 
heart rate. 
 

n 
increase activity and decrease appetite. Use of this drug can cause addiction, anxiety, insomnia, mood 
swings/disturbances, and violent behavior. Psychotic symptoms can include paranoia, hallucinations, and 
delusions. 
 

 that give off fumes that cause an intoxicated, drunken feeling when 
breathed in. These include, but are not limited to: paint thinner, bath salts, glue, gasoline, and spray paint. 
Inhalants are absorbed into the bloodstream and are passed on to body organs within seconds. Inhalants 
lower the flow of oxygen, and may cause permanent damage, dizziness, convulsions, and death. 
 

up the heart rate, raise blood pressure, and decrease appetite. They may cause sleeplessness, dizziness, 
anxiety, and depression. Stimulants may cause damage to the brain, heart, lungs, and may result in death. 
 
Information on Drugs and Alcohol Assistance: 
 
SAMSHA Alcohol/Drug Treatment Referral     800-662-HELP (800-662-4357) 
Alcoholics Anonymous        800-839-1686 
Atrium Anson         704-994-4500 



Atrium Union         704-993-3100 
Behavioral Health First Step       980-993-7700 
Cocaine Hotline        800-304-2219 
Sandhills Center for Mental Health      800-256-2452 
 


