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1947: The Senate overrode President 
Truman’s veto of the Taft-Hartley Act.
1969: Warren Burger was sworn in 
as Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme 
Court.
1972: Richard Nixon and H. R. Halde-
man discussed ways to obstruct the 
FBI’s Watergate investigation. Revela-
tion of this conversation spurred on 
Nixon’s 1974 resignation.
1992: Mobster John Gotti was sen-
tenced to life in prison.
2003: The U.S. Supreme Court upheld 
the University of Michigan’s School of 
Law a�  rmative action policy.

TODAY IN HISTORY

60
Because Americans are living longer, 
Forbes Magazine recommends staying 
aggressive in the stock market. The 
magazine suggests staying in stocks at 
a 60-to-40 stock-to-bond ratio for at 
least the early years of retirement.

NUMBER TO KNOW

Friday, June 23, 2017

CALL 911 IF YOU SEE A PET LOCKED UP IN A CAR WHEN IT IS HOT OUTSIDE PAGE A3

JACKETS ON TOP
FOREST HILLS WINS 
THE ROY MCBRYDE 
INVITATIONAL THIS 
WEEK, GOING 8-0 IN A 
12-TEAM FIELD.

SPORTS, PAGE B1

Higher than normal rain-
fall totals for the month 
of June caused of ficials at 
Cane Creek Park in Wax-
haw to close the lake to 
boat traf fic on Wednesday 
(June 21).

“Due to the high amount 
of rain we received over the 
past few days, the docks at 
Cane Creek Park Lake are 
under water,” said Parks 
and Recreation Director 
Jim Chaffi n.

Chaf fin said the water 
leve ls  in  the  lake  on 
Wednesday were probably 
the highest he had ever 
seen them, around 18 inch-
es higher than normal. The 
lake flooded with excess 
rainwater to the point that it 
completely covered several 
fishing docks and a sand 
bar. It also blocked access 
to many of the park’s trails, 
he said.

Union County has seen 
an especially wet June so 
far this year, with rainfall 
totals adding up to 4.79 
inches as of June 22 since 
the beginning of the month, 
wel l  above the typical 
monthly maximum of 2.35 
inches and monthly aver-
age of 0.22 inches, accord-
ing to Weather Under-
ground, a weather forecast 

and history website.
Most of June’s exces-

sive rain occurred over two 
days, with a strong storm 
on June 20 that account-
ed for 2.35 inches and an 
addi t ional  1 .23  inches 
on the previous day, June 
19, according to Weather 
Underground.

Brett Vines with Union 

County Central Adminis-
tration said this is the fi rst 
time he can remember the 
lake closing since February 
2015. Before that, the lake 
also closed in December 
one year for excessive rain 
totals, he said.

Vines said Cane Creek 
Park closes when the boat 
docks can’t be accessed.

C a n e  C r e e k  P a r k 
reopened Thursday morn-
ing. Vines said the park 
would remain open as 
long as the weather per-
mits. The next best chance 
of rain is this Saturday 
(June 24) with a 60 per-
cent chance as of Thursday 
afternoon, according to The 
Weather Channel.

Excessive rain closes Cane Creek Park
BY ANDREW MARTIN

AMARTIN@THEEJ.COM

The final compromise budget bill 
for North Carolina includes provisions 
that raise the minimum age of criminal 
prosecution from 16 years old to 18 
years old for misdemeanors and Class 
H and I felony offenses, according to 
the NC Justice Center.

After 18 years of work and deter-
mination, North Carolina is taking the 
fi rst steps toward raising the minimum 
age of criminal jurisdiction to 18 years 
old for most criminal offenses. A col-
lection of bipartisan nonprofits have 
worked over the past 18 years to sup-
port Chief Justice Mark Martin’s rec-
ommendation that the General Assem-
bly raise the minimum age, according 
to the NC Justice Center.

The coalition of nonprofi ts includes: 
American Civil Liber ties Union 
(ACLU) of North Carolina, NC Child, 
Conser vatives for Criminal Justice 
Reform, Disability Rights NC, the Caro-
lina Justice Policy Center, the Southern 

Coalition for Social Justice, the Cam-
paign for Youth Justice, and the North 
Carolina Justice Center.

The final compromise budget bill 
also designates funds to fully imple-
ment these transformative chang-
es over the next two years, with the 
groups hoping for full implementation 
by the end of 2019, according to the 
NC Justice Center.

“We commend state lawmakers 
across party lines for coming together 
to ensure far fewer of our children will 
be burdened by criminal records as 
they apply for jobs and college,” the NC 
Justice Center said in a press release. 
“Instead, many more will receive fam-
ily-focused, age-appropriate treatment 

that is proven to reduce recidivism and 
improve outcomes.”

Had the increase in minimum age 
been in effect in 2016, up to 96 per-
cent of the 603 16 year olds sentenced 
to community supervision would have 
been redirected to the juvenile system. 
In addition, 94 percent of the 1,167 17 
year olds would have been redirected. 
And for those sentenced to prison, 40 
percent of the 25 year olds and 50 per-
cent of the 174 17 year olds would have 
been redirected to the juvenile system, 
according to data from the NC Justice 
System.

“This is the right move for our 
state’s young people, their families, and 
communities,” according to the NC 
Justice Center. “Based on the number 
of probation and prison entries in 2016, 
the budget’s raise the age provisions 
will redirect the vast majority of 16- and 
17-year-olds accused of criminal offens-
es to the juvenile justice system, there-
by improving and investing in the lives 
of thousands of children each year.”

N.C. on track to raise age of criminal prosecution
BY ANDREW MARTIN

AMARTIN@THEEJ.COM

Photo courtesy of Union County Communications O�  ce
Excessive rain caused o�  cials to close boat access to Cane Creek Park in Waxhaw on Wednes-
day. The park reopened on Thursday morning. 

After 18 years of work and 
determination, North Carolina is 
taking the � rst steps toward 
raising the minimum age of 
criminal jurisdiction to 18 years 
old for most criminal o� enses. 

WEATHER

Get up-to-the-minute updates at 
www.enquirerjournal.com.

HIGH: 89
LOW: 74
Full report
on Page A2.

Kayla Prince, Tristan Shea 
and Kendra Watkins are South 
Piedmont Community Col-
lege’s fi rst Scholars of Global 
Distinction. All three students 
have been accepted to UNC-
Chapel Hill for the fall semes-
ter.

In addition to the global 
distinction, Prince and Shea 
are also the first Career and 
College Promise students to 

graduate concurrently from 
Porter Ridge High School and 
South Piedmont Community 
College with Associate in Arts 
degrees. Career and College 
Promise is an academic pro-
gram that allows high school 
students to take up to 40 
hours of tuition-free curricu-
lum courses. After completing 
40 hours, students can trans-
fer to a senior institution or 
complete their degree pro-
gram. Prince and Shea chose 
to finish their Associate in 
Arts degrees before transfer-
ring.

Watkins also graduated 
as a Global Scholar. She was 
named the School of Arts and 

Sciences Graduate of Excel-
lence in May and was honored 
at an awards luncheon for 
her academic achievements. 
An honors student, Watkins 
completed an honors project 
spring semester in American 
literature entitled “Exposing 
Queer Realities in the Works 
of Nella Larsen and James 
Baldwin” and presented it 
at South Piedmont’s Honors 
Symposium. She plans to 
study sociology and Jewish 
Studies at UNC-Chapel Hill.

South Piedmont Commu-
nity College is one of 14 com-
munity college partners in the 

SEE GRADS/PAGE A10

Three SPCC grads named to honor

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Students are � rst 
Scholars of Global 

Distinction

Contributed photo
South Piedmont Community College graduates Tristan Shea and 
Kayla Prince (left) and Kendra Watkins (right) are the community 
college’s � rst Scholars of Global Distinction. They will attend the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in the fall. 
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